PREFACE

The present volume covers the period August 21 to December
14, 19 21. The month of September was the last lap in the race for
"swaraj within a year". The stage was being set for a dynamic
programme of action which would deliver the final blow and
compel the Government to bow to the strength of public opinion.
Unable to fathom the meaning of Swaraj, which for Gandhiji was
more a spiritual than a political state, many people believed that
he would work some miracle an4 bring them freedom in the overt
sense before the end of the year. But, even as preparations proceed-
ed apace for pure, concentrated satyagraha in the form of mass
civil disobedience in the selected areas of Bardoli and Anand
talukas in Gujarat, Gandhiji had an uneasy feeling that he might
not see India free within the time-limit set, and the thought filled
him with unbearable anguish of mind. The contents of this
volume tell this two-fold story of preparations for the final phase
of the struggle on the one hand and of shocks and misgivings
on the other.

To prepare the ground for the silent revolution which he
wished to bring about among the people, Gandhiji had under-
taken a "pradakshina of the country", a pilgrimage which took
him from Karachi in the west to Dibrugarh in the east and from
Rawalpindi in the north to Tuticorin in the south. While he was
far away in Assam in the course of this tour, he saw newspaper
reports of a sudden outbreak of violence in Malabar. In this coast-
aJ strip in the south-west, the Moplahs, descendants of Arab imi-
grants who had for centuries lived in isolation from the mainstream
of national life, had on August 20 risen in revolt and declared
a "holy war". They had but the vaguest notions of the Khilafat
movement and no conception whatever of non-violent non-co-ope-
ration. In their unthinking fury, they attacked their Hindu neigh-
bours and committed atrocities against them which threatened
the growing Hindu-Muslim, amity in the country. Things were
made worse by the attitude of some Muslim leaders which seemed
to condone the outrages. Gandhiji was hard put to it to assuage
the feelings of the Hindus in the south. He recognized that the
Moplahs had lost their balance, but appealed to the Hindus to
preserve a sense of due proportion and not allow the aberration
of the Moplahs to weaken the foundation of Hindu-Muslim unity.
He blamed the Government for letting the situation assume the